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Watching the DVD, “Popoki’'s Peace Message”
Kyoko Hikata (Kobe YMCA)
When the seminar’s theme “Popoki Peace Project” was introduced, | wondered
what is the “Popoki Peace Project?” Soon, we learned that “Popoki” is a Hawaiian
name for cats and that the name was given to a cat the presenter found one day on
the street. | immediately liked the lovely sound of the name, and we were shown a
short DVD called “Popoki's Peace Message.” Peace is indeed a broad and difficult
term to define, and it is usually a subject that people from
different countries discuss at a roundtable in terms of world
affairs and conflicts. However, this DVD with cute drawings
and behaviors of Popoki appeals to people of all age
groups and makes the viewers wonder what peace is. The

first question “What color is peace?” made me wonder,

“Does peace have a color?” However, visualizing such an
abstract term as peace; and trying to see, feel and even smell peace with our full
body senses are indeed effective ways to imagine what peace is like.

In making the DVD, Dr. Alexander observed Popoki very closely and tried to
guestion and think about peace through her eyes and the eyes of Popoki. This DVD
gives neither answers nor any directions for how to attain peace, but it certainly
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makes us wonder and even feel confused about the definition of peace. Butitis a
starting point for thinking about peace and an important step for a discussion. It is
interesting that thinking about peace with Popoki through her pictures and behavior
made me feel peaceful, and | wondered why watching this DVD gives its viewers a
peaceful mind. Throughout the DVD, | felt the strong feelings of love, affection and
caring that Dr. Alexander has for Popoki. | felt it is those feelings and concerns for
others that are the basis for peace. Thank you, Dr. Alexander and thank you,
Popoki.

You are most welcome! | am anxious to hear about how Popoki gets used in English education.
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